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MIL ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM BIEN HOA 166 SENT ACTION AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
MARCH 15 BEING REPEATED TO YOU: 

CONFIDENTIAL BIEN HOA 166 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, VS 

SUB J : MILITARY SITUATION IN MR3 

1. THIS MESSAGE IS BASED ON A CONVERSATION WITH THE MR3 CHIEF 
OF STAFF AT 1000 HOURS MAR 15. WE WERE JOINED FOR PART OF THE 
DISCUSSION BY THE MR3 COMMANDER. 

2. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENT IN MR-3 SINCE OUR MAR 14 
REPORTS WAS THE CAPTURE MAR 14 SOUTH OF CHON THANH IN BINH LONG 
PROVINCE OF 6 POW'S WHO IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES AS FROM THE 3RD BN, 
273RD REGT, 341 ST NVA DIV - ONE OF THE 3 NORTH VIETNAMESE RE- 
SERVE DIVISIONS BELIEVED RECENTLY TO HAVE MOVED SOUTH FROM NORTH 
VIETNAM. ONE OF THE 6 WAS AN ASPIRANT WHO HAS DECLARED THAT 2 

BNS OF THE 273RD WERE SENT TO QUANG DUC AND ON TO BINH LONG. HE 
HAS SAID THAT HIS DIVISION HAS NOT OTHERWISE BEEN DEPLOYED IN 
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REPLACE OTHER UNITS. HIS BN, HE SAID, WAS SENT TO CHON THANH TO 
FILL IN BEHIND A UNIT OF THE 9TH NVA DIV DEPLOYED ELSEWHERE. MR3 
REGARDS THIS ACCOUNT AS PRELIMINARY AND NOT NECESSAIRLY RELIABLE 
AT THIS STAGE. THE 6 POS'S WERE TAKEN IN AN ENGAGEMENT WITH GVN 
RANGERS IN WHICH THE NVA ALSO HAD 19 KIA. THE RANGERS DESCRIBED 
THESE TROOPS AS YOUNG, GREEN, AND NOT VERY EFFECTIVE. 

3. ON OTHER MATTERS, ROUTE 22 IN TAY NINH REMAINED OPEN THE MORNING 
OF MAR 15. SUPPLY CONVOYS WERE SENT OVER THE ROAD THROUGHOUT THE 
NIGHT MAR 14-15. MR3 HAS INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS THAT NVA FORCES 
ATTACKING IN EASTERN TAY NINH ARE SHORT OF ARTILLERY AMMO AND 
THAT PRESSURE IN THAT AREA FOR A DAY OR 2 MAY BE LIGHTER PENDING 
NVA RESUPPLY. 

4. GO DAU HA, SITE OF THE MR3 ADVANCE CP AND HQ FOR THE 3RD 
ARMORED BRIGADE DURING THIS CAMPAIGN, HAS BEEN TAKING INCREASINGLY 
HEAVY ABF’S INCLUDING ARTILLERY. HELICOPTERS OF THE DEP MR3 CMDR 
AND THE 3RD ARMORED CMDR WERE DAMAGED THERE BY ABF MAR 15 
MORNING. WE UNDERSTAND THAT MR3 WILL DOWNGRADE ITS PRESENCE IN GO 
DAU HA FROM ADVANCE CP TO A LIAISON UNIT AND WITHDRAW MOST OF 

ITS SENIOR STAFF BACK TO BIEN HOA. 

PETERS UNQUOTE 
LEHMANN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMBAT OPERATIONS, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SAIGON02961 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750092-0237 
From: SAIGON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750344/aaaabngl.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 JUL 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <20 NOV 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MILITARY SITUATION IN MR3 
TAGS: MOPS, VS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



